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the fact that when Baji Rao was campaigning in the northern
and Central India, he was very apprehensive on the score
of Nizamul-Mulk who had threatened the Maratha line of
communication in Khandesh. In his great anxiety Baji Rao
wrote to his brother Chimnaji Appa, asking the latter to watch
carefully the movements of Nizamul-Mulk, who was threaten-
ing their base in the Deccan. He wrote, "if he (Nizamu'l-
Mulk) attempts to cross the Narbada, fall instantly on his
rear and put heel-ropes on him".1 But Nizamu'1-Mulk was
extremely disappointed by the retirement of Muzaffar
Khan whom he had promised to help in. all possible
ways.

Before starting for Delhi, Nizamu'1-Mulk made necessary
arrangements in his dominions in the Deccan. As Baji Rao
had got the Government of Malwa, it was necessary to make
special arrangements in Khandesh. Hafizu'd-Din Khan,
Governor of Khandesh was replaced by his uncle, Nasiru'd-
Daulah Salabat Jang, and the former was sent to Delhi as
his special agent. Mir Akbar eAli Khan was appointed
deputy governor. At the end of 1149 Hegira (A.D. 1737)
Nizamu'1-Mulk made his son, Mir Ahmed Khan Bahadur
Nasir Jang, deputy Subedar of the Deccan during his absence.
Orders were issued to all the high officials and nobility to
offer their allegiance to Nasir Jang. To the great regret of
Nizamul-Mulk there was nobody to take the place of Salabat
Jang (uncle of Nizamu'1-Mulk) Governor of Nanded and
'Izu'd-Daulah elwaz Khan (a near relative of his) Governor
of Berar, who were removed from the scene of worldly activity
by the hand of .death in 1731.2 At the death of clwaz Khan,
Nizamu'1-Mulk is reported to have said: "Now I feel that
I have to perform all the duties of a Subedar of Deccan."
*Iwaz Khan was his best counsellor, without consulting whom
Nizamu'1-Mulk never undertook any campaign and even in
day to day administration elwaz Khan's advice was sought
by him.3

When Baji Rao received intelligence that Nizamu'1-Mulk
was proceeding towards Delhi, he directed some of the
Maratha Zemindars to raise the standard of insurrection in his

i Grant Duff, vol. II, p. 443.          * Hadiqatu'l-'Alam, vol. II, p. 145.
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